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the freeing of Russia from the Tartar yoke. Thus did the unconquerable
strength of the Russian's love of his country, his irresistible will to see Russia
free, vanquish the strong and cruel enemy who had seemed invincible.
The same features of a general national resurgence characterized the battle
and victory of St. Alexander Nevsky over the Swedes at Ladoga and over the
German knights in the famous battle on the ice at Lake Child, when the German
Army was completely destroyed. Finally, there is the famous epoch of Russian
history of ihe "patriotic war" against Napoleon, who dreamed of conquering all
peoples and ventured to make an attempt on the Russian State. By the will of
Providence he was allowed to reach Moscow itself, to strike at the heart of
Russia, only, as it were, in order to show what the Russians were capable of
when their Fatherland was in danger and when almost superhuman efforts were
needed to save it. We only know very few of the names of those countless hero-
patriots who gave their blood to the last drop for their Fatherland.
There was then riot a single corner of the Russian land which did not send
help to the mother native land. And the defeat of that clever general was the
beginning of his complete downfall and the destruction of all his bloodthirsty
plans.
It is possible to find an historical analogy between the situation of those
times and the present. Today the Russian people also battles, with unexampled
unity and an exceptional surge of patriotism, against a strong enemy who
dreams of crushing the whole world and barbarously sweeping from Ms path
everything of value that has been built up during centuries of the progressive
efforts of humanity. This struggle is not only a struggle for one's native land
which is in great danger, but, it can be said, for the whole civilized world over
which the sword of destruction is suspended. And just as the Russian people
was called during the Napoleonic era to liberate the whole world from the
madness of tyranny, so today has fallen to our people the high mission of
delivering humanity from the villainies of fascism, of giving back freedom to the
enslaved countries and of establishing everywhere peace, which has been so
insolently destroyed by fascism. The Russian people marches to carry out this
holy object with complete self-denial. Every day, from everywhere, news
comes of the successes of the Red Army and of gradual disintegration 'in the
fascist camp. This success is achieved by the indescribable efforts and unseen
exploits of our marvellous defenders amid the unceasing rumble of guns and
the terrible screaming of infernal shells, the alarming and treacherous sounds of
which cannot be forgotten by anyone who has heard them, in an atmosphere
where death hovers and where everything testifies to the suffering of the living
human soul.
But victory is not only forged on the fronts, it is brought about behind the
lines among the peaceful citizens. And here we see an unusual upsurge and will
to victory, an unshakable confidence in the triumph of right and a conviction
that "God is in Truth, not in Force", as St. Alexander Nevsky said, striking
terror in his enemies, the infamous ancestors of the present still more infamous
fascist barbarians.
In the rear, which under present conditions of war is almost the same as
the front, both old men and women, even growing children, actively participate
in the defence of their native land.
It is possible to point to innumerable cases where people who would seem
to be completely unconnected with war and warlike activities have shown them-
selves to be most fervent helpers in the fight. I will relate a few random examples.